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Module Aims

Learning alongside individuals who use services and their carers, students will explore the
concept of social work as art, and the role of creativity within social work practice. A key
purpose here is to enable students to develop their understanding of their own and others’
creativity which has been shown to be closely linked to an ability to problem-solve and
approach practice flexibly. In addition, the module will explore with people who use services
and their carers the use and validity of arts-based therapies within social work and related
services.

This module has been developed in collaboration with people who use services who are
concerned, as are employers, that students develop strategies for sustainable social work
practice and in particular evaluate methods of self-care; establishing and maintaining
professional boundaries and theories and skills of effective disengagement from work with
individuals, groups and communities. The arts as a means for social activism, political and
cultural change, and for self-expression and regulation will be explored.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy

KS5 Information management skills

KS6 Research skills

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills

KS8 Career management skills

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)

KS10 Numeracy
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At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
1 Critically analyse the role of creativity within social work KS1 KS3

practice KS7 KS9

Critically evaluate the use of a variety of creative approaches | KS1 KS3

to engagement, empowerment, partnership, wellbeing,
2 coproduction, sustainable practice and social action

KS8 KS9

Establish and evaluate a variety of means of building KS1 KS3
3 | resilience and sustainable practice through maintaining

professional boundaries, self-care and self-regulation KS8

Critically analyse the therapeutic, political and transformative | KS3 KS6
4 | role of arts-based approaches in social work, social activism

and self-regulation KS7 KS8

Transferable/key skills and other attributes

o flexibility
¢ management of self
e creative problem-solving

Derogations

Two attempts only at each assessment.
All assessments must be passed.

Please note that derogations do not apply to students studying this module as a standalone
module.

Assessment:

Assessment 1 — Coursework 100% consisting of a series of pieces developed in
workshops with associated short reflective commentaries. For each piece there will
be a different aspect of learning emphasised — creativity and social work practice,
self-care and resilience, observation of the usefulness of flexible approaches (such
as collage, life story work) in engaging with others, for example.

Assessment 2 — Attendance — students are normally required to achieve a
minimum of 85% attendance to pass the module
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Learnin _ Word count
Assessme 9 Weighting | Duration | 4,
b Outcomes | Type of assessment o valent if
nt number t0 be met (%) (if exam) equiva e_nt [
appropriate
1 N/A 3000 word
1,2,3,4 Coursework 100% equivalent
3 3 Attendance Pass / Fail | N/A N/A

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

Workshops, practicals, lectures, field trips, group discussion, seminars, tutorials, visiting
arts/crafts practitioners, peer learning,

Syllabus outline:

e Social work as art
e Art as social and political activism
e Creativity and social work methods;
e Creativity and wellbeing;
¢ Creative problem-solving; e.g. approaches to reablement
e Creativity and social work values;
o Arts-based therapies;
e Theories of self-care and resilience e.g. Compassion Focused Therapy;
¢ Uncertainty, not-knowing and risk-taking;
¢ Boundaries and empathy;
e Collaborative working;
e Working with fragmentary and subversive narratives;
o Workshops (e.qg. film-making, music, painting, mask-making, poetry)
e Giving and receiving feedback;
e Endings.
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See Also:

The Moth — storytelling website http://themoth.org/about
Digital Stories, for example at storyworksglam.co.uk
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